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all classes of cultivators. A mistake similar
to that of the permanent land settlement in
India has been made in most Western countries
where the " unearned increments" in the
value of land have been allowed to pass into
the pockets of landlords tax-free. Western
democracies are awakening to the evil involved
in this error, and the English Government
intends henceforth to tax all future incre-
ments of this type, though it considers itself
bound by a tacit promise (similar to the
explicit promise made to the Bengali
zamindars) not to tax such increments as
have already accrued.

With regard to the principles which have
governed the assessments in provinces not
permanently settled, Mr. B. H. Baden-Powell
writes as follows.1 ''Assessment methods have
of course to vary according to the kind of
estate and its mode of working. But prac-
tically underlying all methods, there are only
two principles which emerge as ultimately
distinct. One is to fix empirical rates, which
are first ascertained only as maximum rates, on
the basis of those actually paid in the past,

1 Lund Revenue of British India, 1894, pp. 47, 48.
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